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III.  What  measures  have  been  taken  to  abolish  the  slave-trade  ;  ani 
tcith  tchal  success  ? 

In  tilt*  y»*ar  1808,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  hy  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  In  Great  Britain  the  friends  of  the 
Africans  had  to  contend,  for  eighteen  years,  with  the  most  violent 
opposition.  Frequently  was  the  subject  brought  forward,  but 
without  success.  At  length,  however,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  the 
motion  was  carried  hy  an  overwhelming  majority.  Since  that 
time,  this  trade  has  been  abolished  by  all  the  nations  in  Europe, 
except  Portugal.  In  July,  1815,  the  French  king  issued  direc¬ 
tions,  “That,  on  the  part  of  France,  the  traffic  in  slaves  should 
cease  from  the  present  time,  every  where  and  for  ever.”  .  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  1817,  it  is  stated,  that  the  king  of  Spain,  in  consequence  of 
a  loan  hy  the  British  government,  agreed  to  abolish  this  trade.  If 
this  be  correct,  Portugal  alone  now  sanctions  this  disgraceful  traf¬ 
fic.  And  we  trust  that  she  will  soon  be  compelled  to  follow  the 
general  example.  The  Portuguese  have  already  agreed  to  con¬ 
fine  their  slave  trade  to  that  part  of  Africa,  which  lies  to  the  east 
and  south  of  the  Gold  Coast.  In  consequence  of  this,  an  extent 
of  1500  miles  on  the  coast  of  Africa  is  exempted  from  this  traflSc, 
except  so  far  as  it  is  conducted  in  a  clandestine  manner.  The  hap¬ 
py  effects  resulting  from  t[iis  exemption,  are  such  as  might  reason¬ 
ably  have  been  expected.  Many,  who  were  formerly  engaged  in 
the  guilty  employment  of  stealing  their  fellow  men,  have  turned  to 
the  peaceable  pursuits  of  life,  and  Africa  now  wears  a  compara¬ 
tively  pleasing  aspect.  We  have,  however,  to  lament  the  extent 
of  the  smuggling  slave  trade.  .  This  still  continues  to  be  a  great 
obstacle  to  civilizing  and  christianizing  this  unhappy  race.  The 
unhappy  influence  of  the  slave  trade  in  this  respect  will  appear 
from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  August  28,  1816  — 

“  For  the  twelve  months,  during  which  there  had  been  no  slave¬ 
dealing  in  this  river  (Gambia)  it  appears  the  people  became  indus¬ 
trious,  spinning  and  weaving  their  own  cloth,  eating  their  rice  in 
plenty ;  no  famine  in  any  quarter^  no  intoxication  in  the  towss  or 
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countr}*,  produced  by  the  pernicious  liquors  purchased  from  the 
slave-traders  ;  and  that  peace  and  quietness  were  every  where 
visible.  Bfit  that  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  slave-ships, 
old  scenes  were  revived  ;  rice  was  sold  for  rum  ;  and  intoxication 
and  laziness  reigned  over  all  the  country.”  This  smuggling  trade 
is  not  limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  nations.  iVlany  of  our 
own  countrymen  are  engaged  in  it.  Our  vessels  sail  first  to  some 
port  in  the  West  India  Islainls,  whence  they  proceed  under  Por¬ 
tuguese  colors  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  return  with  a  cargo  of 
slaves.  These,  by  means  of  the  ^loridas,  are  easily  smuggled  in¬ 
to  the  United  States.  In  sofne  in  lances  this  has  been  detected, 
in  which  case  the  vessel  has  been  confiscated,  aod  the  master  sen¬ 
tenced  to  banishment.  This,  however,  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
others  from  committing  the  same  crime. 

Kidnapping  free  negroes  in  the  L*.  lied  States,  is  another  meth¬ 
od,  by  which  slaves  are  obtained  at  the  south.  This  practice,  bar¬ 
barous  as  it  is,  and  shocking  to  all  the  feelings  of  hiimariitj,  pre¬ 
vails  at  present  to  an  alarming  extent.  Many  are  thus  kidnapped 
in  \ew-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delanai*e,  and  are  conveyed  to 
the  more  southern  states.  In  Baltimore,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
the  same  is  true  of  many  other  parts  of  the  Southern  States,  if  a 
negro  is  seen  to  be  out  of  business,  he  is  asked  if  l'(  wishes  for 
employment;  should  he  answ’cr  in  the  affirir.  - -i . e,  he  is  directed 
to  a  place  where  it  can  be  obtained  ;  he  gt)es,  but  never  again  to 
return  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  When  a  r.egr>»  is  once  ensla¬ 
ved,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  him  to  regain  nis  liberty’.  Alone, 
without  friends,  neither  his  own  testimony,  nor  that  of  his  fellow'- 
sufferers  being  admitted  as  any  evidence  in  his  favor,  what  can  he 
do  ?  His  case  is  almost  desperate. 

Benoolent  individuals  in  Baltimore,  have  used  great  exertions 
to  detect  and  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of  this  crime.  In 
many^  instances  they  have  succeeded.  One  of  our  missionaries  to 
the  south,  states  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  that  w  hile  he  w’as  in  Balti¬ 
more,  a  man  was  suspected  of  having  kidnapped  negroes  in  his 
house.  A  search-warrant  was  obtained,  and  upon  search  they  dis¬ 
covered  a  large  number  of  blacks  crow  ded  together  in  a  chamber, 
in  a  situation  better  to  be  imagined  than  described.  In  reflect¬ 
ing  upon  such  enormities,  we  are  led  to  inquire,  how  long  shall 
justice  sh!ep  ? 

IV.  Pfcsejit  Slave  population  in  the  United  States. 

Id  the  Nortliern  States  there  were  in  1810,  31,687  slaves  and 
91,317  free  blacks.  Total,  1  2.3,004.  Semthern  States  1,159,677 
slaves,  and  95,129  free  blacks.  Total,  1,254,806.  Whole  num¬ 
ber,  1,1 91,364  slaves,  186,446  free  blacks.  Total,  1,377,810.— 
If  the  ratio  of  increase  has  been  as  great  during  the  last  eight 
years  as  during  the  ten  preceding  years,  there  are  at  present  in  the 
United  States,  1,491,729  slaves,  and  nearly  236,000  free  blacks; 
making  in  tlie  whole,  upon  the  supposition  that  this  number  is  cor¬ 
rect,  1,727,729. 
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[V^.  Privileges,  civil,  literary  and  ecclesiastical,  allmced  the  slaves, 
1.  Civil  Priviltgts. — Civil  rights  «re  defined  hy  politicians,  to 
be  the  right  of  personal  liberty,  the  right  of  private  property,  and 
the  right  of  personal  security.  From  the  two  former  of  thesej 
the  slaves  are  entirely  debarred.  It  may  perhaps  be  said,  that  to 
a  certain  degree  they  enjoy  the  right  of  private  property.  Yet, 
let  it  he  remembered,  that  they  retain  that  little  which  they  call 
their  own,  only  at  the  will  of  their  masters.  It  is  not  guarantc'ed 
^  to  them  by  the  laws.  Let  ns  then  consider  how  far  they  enjoy 
ihc  right  of  personal  security.  This  will  appear  by  an  examina- 
'  (Ion  of  the  laws  respecting  slavery,  in  those  States  where  it  exists. 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  slave  laws  of  any  of 
'  the  Southern  States,  except  Virginia.  These  laws,  it  is  presumed, 
do  not  differ  mateiiall}’  from  those  of  the  other  states. 

The  laws  of  Virginia  are  much  more  favorable  to  the  slaves  than 
they  were  a  few  years  since.  Until  the  year  1788,  the  lives  of 
the  slaves  were  wholly  at  the  disposal  of  their  masters  and  over¬ 
seers.  For  should  a  disobedient  slave  die  in  consequence  of  the 
punishment  inflicted  by  the  master’s  orders,  the  latter  was  not 
amenable  at  a  court  of  justice.  Until  the  same  year,  any  person 
convicted  of  the  murder  of  a  slave,  and  found  guilty  of  manslaugh¬ 
ter,  was  acquitted.  Self-interest,  it  was  supposed,  would  prompt 
the  master  to  spare  the  life  of  the  slave.  This,  however,  was  found 
to  be  a  weak  harrier  against  furious  passion;  and  many  were  the 
instances  in  which  the  slave  expired  under  the  lashes  of  a  mon¬ 
ster  in  human  form.  Formerly  runaway  slaves  were  considered 
as  outlaws,  and  any  man  whatever  was  permitted  to  destroy  them, 
without  being  liable  to  any  impeachment.  At  present  “a  run¬ 
away  slave  may  be  apprehended  and  committee!  to  jail,  and  if  not 
claimed  within  three  months,  being  first  advertised,  he  shall  be 
hired  out,  having  an  iron  collar  put  about  his  neck  ;  and  if  not 
claimed  within  a  year,  shall  be  sold.”  Slaves  are  not  permitted  to 
go  abroad  without  leave  in  writing  from  their  master,  under  pe¬ 
nalty  of  a  number  of  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  master;  and 
any  planter  who  shall  retain  them  four  hours  upon  his  plantation, 
is  subject  to  a  fine.  Any  negro  or  mulatto,  whether  bond  or  free, 
who  presumes  to  lift  his  hand  against  a  white  person,  unless  wan¬ 
tonly  assaulted,  receives  thirty  lashes  upon  his  naked  hack  for  eve¬ 
ry  offence.  “  To  consult,  advise  or  conspire,  to  rebel  or  to  plot  the 
death  of  any  person  is  felony.”  Riots,  routs,  unlawful  assemblies, 
trespass,  and  seditious  speeches  by  slaves,  are  punishable  with 
stripes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  of  peace.  The  master  of  a 
slave,  permitting  him  to  go  at  large  and  trade  as  a  freeman,  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  fine  ;  and  if  he  suffer  him  to  hire  himself  out,  the  latter 
may  be  sold,  and  one  fourth  of  the  price  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
county.  Negroes  and  mulattoes,  whether  bond  or  free,  are  not 
admitted  as  witnesses  in  any  case,  in  which  a  white  person  is  con¬ 
cerned. 
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Not  only  are  many  actions,  which  are  in  themselves  innocent 
considered  as  high  crimes,  when  performed  by  slaves ;  but  the 
mode  of  trial  is  less  favorable  to  a  slave  than  to  a  white  person.-^ 
The  former  are  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  trial  by  jury.  An  act, 
however,  was  passed  in  1795,  which  is  of  great  importance  as  it 
respects  the  slaves.  This  requires  five  justices  at  least  to  constl. 
lute  a  court,  and  unanimity  in  the  court  to  condemn  a  slave.  By 
this  act  also  counsel  is  allowed  the  slave,  a  privilege  which  he  did 
not  before  enjoy.  Capital  punishments  are  indicted  much  sooner 
in  case  of  a  slave,  than  of  a  white  person. 

Free  negroes,  unless  they  are  able  to  furnish  the  evidence  of 
their  freedom,  are  constantly  liable  to  be  again  brought  under  the 
yoke  of  bondage.  In  public  newspapers,  advertisements  of  this 
kind  have  frequently  appeared  :  “  Taken  by  the  subscriber,  a  black 
man,  who  calls  himself - ,  supposed  to  be  a  runaway  slave, 


cannot  prove  his  freedom,  and  will  be  sold,’’  &lc. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  mention,  that  in  the  Southern 
States  the  laws  are  such  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  mas¬ 
ters,  who  are  thus  disposed,  to  liberate  their  slaves.  There  are 
many  in  those  states,  who  feel  deeply  upon  this  subject,  and  who 
would  cheerfully  grant  freedom  to  their  slaves  were  it  in  their  pow¬ 
er.  The  law  is  such,  that  no  slaves  can  be  liberated,  unless  they 
are  immediately  removed  out  of  the  state.  A  gentleman  who 
ow'ned  a  large  plantation  in  Virginia,  died  about  three  years  since, 
and  in  his  will  gave  directions  that  all  his  slaves,  amounting  to 
three  hundred,  should  be  manumitted.  The  administrators  were 
perplexed  with  the  subject,  not  knowing  to  what  portion  of  the 
country  they  should  be  conveyed,  and  at  the  same  time  receive 
that  instruction  which  is  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  liberty.  As  such  instances  were  liable  frequently  to  oc¬ 
cur,  Congress  was  petitioned  to  grant  a  portion  of  our  territory  for 
the  reception  of  this  class  of  our  fellow  men.  No  such  grant  has 
ever  been  made.  The  reason  w  hy  no  such  grant  was  made,  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  a  decided  opposition  to  the  measure,  but 
rather  an  indifference  to  it. 

The  , Society  for  the  colonization  of  Free  Blacks,  probably  ori¬ 
ginated  from  the  circumstance,  which  I  have  just  related.  This 
Society  was  formed  in  December,  1816.  Congress  was  immedi¬ 
ately  petitioned  to  aid  the  society  to  carry  into  operation  its  be¬ 
nevolent  designs.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who 
reported  the  following  resolutions  : 

“  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U- 
nited  States  of  JJmerica  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  to  consult 
and  negociate  with  all  the  governments  where  ministers  of  the  U- 
nited  States  are  or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the  means  of  efiecting 
ah  entire  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves.  And  al¬ 
so,  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
for  receiving  into  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  such  of  the  free 
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:ople  of  color  of  the  United  States,  as,  with  their  own  consent, 
tail  be  carried  thither ;  stipulating  such  terms  as  shall  be  most 
neficial  to  the  colonists,  while  it  promotes  the  peaceful  interests 
'  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  And  should  this  pruposi* 
)n  be  accepted,  then  to  obtain  from  Great  Gritain  and  the  other 
aritime  powers,  a  stipulation  or  a  formal  declaration  to  the  same 
f»'Ct,  guaranteeing  a  permanent  neutrality  for  any  colony  of  free 
opie  of  color,  which,  at  the  expense  and  under  the  auspices  of 
e  United  States,  shall  be  established  on  the  African  coast. 
Resolved^  That  adequate  provision  shall  hereafter  be  made  to 
fray  any  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  carrying  the  pre- 
ding  resolution  into  effect.” 

Congress  adjourned  without  bringing  the  subject  to  maturity.  It 
presumed,  however,  that  the  government  will  patronize  the  so- 
?ty. 

The  society,  notwithstanding  the  many  discouragements  it  has 
d  to  encounter,  is  now  making  vigorous  exertions  to  carry  into 
iect  its  benevolent  designs.  Two  men,  Messrs.  Burgess  Mills^ 
10  stand  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  both  as  to  their 
Tary  acquisitions  and  their  piety,  have  devoted  themselves  whol- 
to  the  service  of  the  society.  They  have  gone  to  the  coast  of 
rica,  to  make  such  preparations  as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to 
ablish  there  a  colony  of  free  blacks.  They  are  engaged  in  a  glo- 
us  cause,  and  Providence  will  undoubtedly  bless  their  labors. 

[To  be  continued.] 


A  PASTORAL  LETTER, 

From  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  UnU 

ted  States^  to  the  Churches  under  their  care. 

Dear  Brethren, 

The  time  in  w  hich  W’e  address  you  is  very  important  and  inter¬ 
esting.  The  free  conversation  on  the  state  of  religion  has  exhibit¬ 
ed  abundant  evidence,  that  the  Churches  under  our  care  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  during  the  last  year. 
In  the  year  immediately  preceding,  perhaps  special  revivals  w^ere 
more  remarkable  and  more  numerous,  but  as  it  relates  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  extension  of  religious  influence,  the  organization  of  new’  con¬ 
gregations,  and  the  wide  spreading  success  of  missionary  labors, 
the  aspect  of  the  Church  has  probably  never  been  so  promising  as 
at  the  present  time — and  when  in  addition  to  this,  we  reflect  on 
the  various  institutions,  not  only  in  our  own  connexion,  but  in  tho 
Christian  world  at  large,  calculated  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  our 
Redeemer  ;  the  zeal  and  liberality  with  which  those  institutions 
are  supported ;  and  the  extensively  beneficial  effects  w  hich  they 
are  every  day  producing  ;  w’e  are  obliged  to  consider  the  present 
moment  as  forming  an  important  era  in  the  annals  of  religion.  A 
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general  movement  of  Protestant  Christendom  has  taken  }>4acc  ;  an 
unusual  blessing  has  descended  on  the  Church  of  Christ :  and 
are  probably  approaching  some  day  of  the  Son  ot  Man  of  no  usual  or 
ordinary  character.  The  present,  therefore,  is  no  doubt  a  favorable 
time,  not  only  forextending  the  inlluence,  but  for  advancing  the 
purity  of  the  Church;  for  the  extirpation  of  any  errors,  and  the 
abolition  of  any  unchristian  practices  which  may  have  found  en¬ 
trance  among  us,  during  the  long  period  of  comparative  darkness 
and  desertion  through  which  we  have  passed.  And  although  we 
do  not  believe  that  any  thing  immoral  or  vicious  is  more  prevalent 
now  than  at  some  former  periods  or  even  as  much  so,  yet  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  such  things  at  the  present  time,  strikes  the  minds  of  se- 
rious  Christians  with  an  appearance  of  greate  r  deforinily,  an  d  lilh 
them  with  more  pungent  regret,  as  it  is  exliifnteti  in  stcli  dark  con¬ 
trast  with  that  promising  and  wonderful  aspect  u‘  Miingr  so  exten¬ 
sively  displayed  hy  the  Christian  world.  Th.e  free  conversation  oa 
the  state  of  religion  has  brought  some  such  thiiirs  to  our  view, 
against  which  we  feel  constrained  to  hear  our  decioed  tesiimony; 
and  we  would  enter  upon  this  duty  with  the  tenderin  and  meek¬ 
ness,  but  at  the  same  time  with  the  firmness  and  aulhiiity  which 
becomes  a  Judicatory  of  the  Church  of  (^hrist. 

The  first  thing  we  shall  notice  is  the  crinie  of  Dn  ,  kenness.’^ 
This  crime  has  at  all  times  been  a  curse  to  our  couuliy,  and  has 
often  made  lamentable  inroads  upon  our  Church.  We  are  convin¬ 
ced  that  it  may  be  opposed  more  successfully  by  prevention  than 
in  any  other  way.  When  the  character  of  drunkenness  is  fully 
formed,  the  unhappy  victim  is  lost  to  those  motives  which  ordhiari- 
ly  influence  all  other  classes  of  men.  In  this  state  of  things,  no¬ 
thing  but  a  miracle  of  divine  grace  can  effect  his  reformation.  The 
certain  and  acknowledged  prospect  of  the  wreck  of  his  family, 
his  fortune,  and  his  character;  and  even  of  the  ruin  of  his  immor¬ 
tal  soul,  is  not  sufficient  to  arrest  his  course  :  and  yet,  perhaps,  the 
same  man  may  formerly  have  been  in  such  a  state  of  equilibrium 
or  indecision  upon  this  subject,  that  the  smallest  motives  might 
have  prevented  the  formation  of  a  habit,  which  in  its  maturity  has 
become  so  irresistible.  This  consideration  is  certainly  sufficient  to 
justify  an  eflbrt  for  saving  our  fellow  men  from  the  domination  of 
so  destructive  a  vice.  For  this  purpose  we  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  officers  and  members  of  our  Church,  to  abstain  even  from 
the  common  use  of  ardent  spirits.  Such  a  voluntary  privation  as 
this,  with  its  motives  publicly  avowed,  will  not  be  without  its  effect 
in  cautioning  our  fellow  Christians  and  fellow’  citizens,  against  the 
encroachment  of  intoxication  ;  and  we  have  the  more  confidence 
in  recommending  this  course  as  it  has  already  been  tried  w  ith  suc¬ 
cess  in  several  sections  of  our  Church. 

The  vice  of  Gamblings  has  also  been  forced  upon  our  attention. 
We  indeed  hope  that  few,  or  perhaps  none,  of  our  actual  profes¬ 
sors,  have  indulged  themselves  in  the  practice  of  what  they  con- 

But  per- 
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jj,ip5  there  are.  some  addicted  to  this  practice  who  have  evinced  a 
predilection  for  our  Church,  and  forms  of  worship,  and  who  arc 
not  unwilling^to  receive  the  word  of  admonition  from  us.  Such  we 
^ould  earnestly  exhort  to  consider  in  the  most  serious  manner,  the 
i  consequences  of  the  course  they  are  pursuing,  and  the  awful  les- 
;  sons  which  the  experience  of  tlie  world,  is  every  da}'  exhibiting  on 
■  this  subject. 

IOii  the  fashionable,  though  as  we  believe  dangerous  amusements, 
of  Theatrical  Exhibitions  and  Dancings  we  deem  it  necessary  to 
make  a  few  observations.  The  Theatre  we  have  always  consider¬ 
ed  as  a  school  of  immorality.  If  any  person  wishes  for  honest 
conviction  on  this  subject,  lei  him  attend  to  the  character  of  that 
L  mass  of  matter,  which  is  generally  exhibited  on  the  stage.  We 
believe  ail  will  agree,  that  comedies  at  least,  with  a  few*  excep¬ 
tions,  are  of  such  a  description,  that  a  virtuous  and  modest  per¬ 
son  cannot  attend  the  representation  of  them,  without  the  most 
painful  and  embarrassing  sensations.  If  indeed  custom  has  famil¬ 
iarized  the  scene,  and  these  painful  sensations  are  no  longer  felt, 
it  only  proves  that  the  person  in  question,  has  lost  some  of  the  best 
sensibilities  of  our  nature  ;  that  '  the  strongest  safeguard  of  virtue 
has  been  taken  down,  and  that  the  moral  character  has  undergone 
I  a  serious  depreciation. 

'  With  respect  to  Dancing,  we  think  it  necessary  to  observe,  that 
however  plausible  it  may  appear  to  some,  it  is  perhaps  not  the  less 
dangerous  on  account  of  that  plausibility.  It  is  not  from  those 
things  which  the  world  acknowledges  to  be  most  wrong,  that  the 
greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  to  religion,  especially  as  it 
relates  to  the  young.  AVhen  the  practice  is  carried  to  its  highest 
extremes,  all  admit  the  consequences  to  be  fatal ;  and  why  not  then 
apprehend  danger,  even  from  its  incipient  stages.  It  is  certainly 
in  ail  its  stages,  a  fascinating  and  infatuating  practice.  Let  it  once 
be  intioduced,  and  it  is  ditlicult  to  give  it  limits.  It  steals  away 
our  precious  time,  dissipates  religious  impressions,  and  hardens  the 
heart.  To  guard  you,  beloved  brethren,  against  its  wiles  and  its 
fascinations,  we  earnestly  recommend  that  you  will  consult  that 
sobriety  which  the  sacred  pages  require.  We  also  trust,  that  you 
will  attend  with  the  meekness  and  docility  becoming  the  Christian 
character,  to  the  admonitions  on  this  subject,  of  those  w  horn  you 
have  chosen  to  watch  for  your  souls.  And  now,  beloved  brethren, 
that  you  may  be  guarded  from  the  dangers  we  have  pointed  out, 
and  from  all  other  dangers  which  beset  the  path  of  life  and  ob¬ 
struct  our  common  salvation,  and  that  the  great  head  of  the  church 
may  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping  is  our  sincere  and  affectionate 
prayer.  Amen.  J.  J.  JANE  WAY,  Moderator. 

June,  1818. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  recommend,  and  they  do 
, hereby  recommend,  to  the  Pastors  and  Sessions  of  the  different 
Churches  under  their  care,  to  assemble  as  often  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  during  the  year,  their  baptized  children  with  their  par- 
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ents,  to  recommend  said  children  to  God  in  prayer,  explain  to 
them  the  nature  of  their  Baptism;  the  relation  which  they  sustaia 
to  the  Church  ;  and  the  obligations  which  their  Baptism  has  impoe. 
ed  on  them. 

REVIVALS  OF  RELIGION. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  ETANGELICAL  RECORDER. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  following  short  account  of  the  late  reformation  in  this  place,  viz.  in 
the  town  of  Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  may  be  beneticial  to  the  pub> 
lie.  With  these  views,  and  the  hopes  that  it  may  be  thus  beneficial,  I  tran^ 
mit  the  same  to  you,  to  make  such  use  of,  as  you  in  your  wisdom  may  think 
proper : — 

As  early  as  July  in  1817,  it  pleased  God  to  awaken,  in  some 
measure,  the  feelings  of  drowsy,  sleepy  professors  in  this  place. 
They  began  to  be  more  engaged  in  the  duties  of  religion — and 
Rome  fondly  anticipating  the  time  near  at  hand,  when  God  would 
pour  out  his  spirit,  and  raise  dead  sinners  to  life.  They  were  not 
disappointed.  Notwithstanding  our  destitute  situation,  as  it  respect¬ 
ed  the  stated  administration  of  God’s  holy  word  and  ordinances,  their 
expectations  have  been  realized.  About  the  8th  of  September, 
the  glorious  work,  which  was  to  astonish  the  impenitent,  com¬ 
menced. — The  first  subject  of  the  work,  was  a  man  in  the  decline 
of  life,  something  like  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was  brought  to  see 
himself  in  a  dangerous  situation,  whilst  living  “without  hope  and 
without  God  in  the  world.”  He  was  soon  brought,  we  trust,  to  em¬ 
brace  the  Saviour.  A  young  man,  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  ridiculing  religion,  hearing  of  the  change 
wrought  upon  his  heart,  and  afterwards  seeing  the  visible  alteration 
in  his  conduct  and  conversation,  could  no  longer  resist.  He  became 
alarmed  and  convinced  of  his  undone  situation  by  nature.  With 
an  aching  heart  he  began  to  lament  his  past  conduct.  The  reproach 
which,  before,  he  had  willingly  cast  upon  religion,  was  now*  pierc¬ 
ing  his  soul.  He  could  now  plead  with  those,  whose  good  counsel 
he  had  hitherto  despised  and  rejected,  to  pray  for  him.  His  lan¬ 
guage  now  began  to  be,  for  the  first  time,  “  God  be  merciful  to  me 
a  sinner.”  He  could  now  erxclaira  against  the  total  depravity  of 
his' heart,  and  viewed  himself  to  have  been  a  violent  opposer  to 
God  and  religion.  His  soul  was  filled  w  ith  anguish  and  he  felt  him¬ 
self,  as  it  were,  sinking  under  the  vengeance  of  an  incensed  God. 
Prayer,  which  is  the  life  of  the  Christian,  only  served  to  increase 
his  distress.  Tortured  with  keen  despair,  sleep  departed — and  all 
the  enjoyments  of  this  life,  seemed  curses  to  torment  him.  After 
continuing  in  this  situation  a  number  of  days,  it  pleased  him  “  who 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,”  to  remove  the 
bitter  cup  and  “  shed  abroad  a  Saviour’s  love  into  his  heart”  life, 
light  and  love,  beyond  expression,  broke  into  his  soul,  while  he 
praised  God,  that  he  might  hope  for  peace  and  pardon  through  the 
blood  of  Christ.  With  the  views  which  he  now  had  of  the  char- 
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Igcter  and  perfections  of  God ;  and  the  lost  and  undone  condition 
of  sinners  in  a  state  of  nature,  he  appeared  anxious  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  cause.  He  now  invited  his  young  friends  to  retire 
during  the  interval  of  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath,  to  an  adjacent 
tTOod  to  spend  the  time  in  religious  conversation  and  prayer. 

From  this  time  the  work  increased  and  a  general  solemnity  pre- 
^  vailed.  The  most  hardened  sinners,  and  most  violent  opposers  to 
religion,  appeared  thunderstruck,  and  stood  gazing  with  astonish¬ 
ment  on  the  mighty  scene.  Conferences,  prayer  meetings  and 
other  religious  meetings  were  attended  almost  every  evening  in  the 
week.  We  now  began  to  hear  of  more  frequent  conversions,  and 
new  cases  of  conviction.  One  other  young  man’s  case,  merits  at¬ 
tention.  He  had  embraced  the  idea,  that  morality,  honesty,  and  a 
few  other  qualities  of  the  like  nature,  were  sufficient  to  carry  a 
jnaii  to  heaven.  With  such  views  he  determined  to  resist  all  sol¬ 
emn  impressions  and  hazard  the  consequences.  To  effect  his  pur¬ 
pose  he  resolved  on  a  Sabbath  evening,  in  which  a  conference  was 
appointed,  instead  of  attending  meeting,  to  go  to  an  orchard  near 
by  and  steal  apples.  Being  asked  by  a  friend,  about  the  usual 
time  for  collecting  for  worship,  if  he  w  ere  going  to  meeting  ;  he 
replied  no.  Waiting  for  the  people  to  have  sufheient  time  to  col¬ 
lect,  and  for  the  darkness  of  the  night  to  cover  his  hellish  design, 
not  realizing  that  God  beheld  him,  he  had  a  few  moments  for  le- 
flection.  In  this  short  space  he  became  impressed  with  the  idea, 
that  if  he  pursued  his  determination,  he  should,  in  the  very  act  of 
reaching  forth  a  hand,  to  violate  that  command,  which  says  “  thou 
shall  not  steal,”  drop  down  dead.  The  impression  w  as  irresistible, 
and  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  abandoning  his  purpose.  He 
turned  his  course  and  went  to  conference,  feeling,  as  he  afterwards 
expressed,  when  he  entered  the  house,  as  though  he  should  sink. 

The  meeting  commenced — the  one  thing  needful  was  urged  with 
force — every  word  pierced  him.  At  length  the  young  man,  first 
mentioned,  arose,  and  for  the  first  time  in  public,  began  to  speak 
the  language  of  a  heaven-born  soul.  This  had  the  desired  effect, 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  conceal  his  distiess  ;  he  burst  into  tears 
sobbed  aloud.  His  sins  tortured  him — he  was  now  ready  to  con¬ 
fess  every  act  in  his  whole  life  was  sin,  and  proceeded  from  a  heart 
totally  depraved.  He  felt  himself  now  in  the  broad  way  to  hell. 
He  could  now  discover  the  justice  of  God  in  punishing  sinners. — 
He  trembled,  he  shook  and  quaked  for  fear.  His  distress  became 
so  severe  that  he  dare  not  go  to  sleep  for  fecr  of  waking  in  eternal 
burnings :  Suffice  it  to  say,  he  continued  in  this  situation  four  or 
five  weeks,  with  but  little  variation,  in  which  lime  his  flesh  wore  a- 
way,  like  a  person  sick,  and  at  times  convulsed.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  brought  to  rejoice  in  the  glorious  “light  and  liberty 
of  the  Gospel.”  He  thought,  at  the  time  his  load  was  removed, 
the  air  in  which  he  breathed,  had  changed. 

ThU  glorious  work  was  carried  on  amongst  the  children  and 
youth,  until  about  the  10th  of  January.  In  this  gf^t  work  of  the 
No.  15.  fi 
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Lord,  4o  persons  were  hopefully  converted,  and  16  gained  new 
evidence,  that  they  had  experienced  religion,  and  took  hold  of  then 
hope.  While  this  work  was  carried  on  amongst  children  and  youth, 
not  more  than  two,  I  believe,  of  even  middled  aged,  or  aged,  wero 
brought  to  entertain  hopes  of  a  change  of  heart.  This  last  fact  h 
I  think,  a  great  encouragement  to  youth  and  children,  to  engage  in 
the  service  of  God — while  it  afli’ords  a  solemn  warning  to  the  aged, 
who  are  yet  “  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.” 

Yours  Ilespoctfullv, 

THOS.  Me.  GEE. 

B(^tony  May  27,  1816. 
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COMMUMCATED  FOR  THE  EVAKGBLICAL  RLCOROER, 


Mr.  Editor, 

Believing  that  whatever  relates  to  the  prosperity  and  extension 
of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  comes  within  the  design  of  your  pub¬ 
lication,  I  send  you  the  following  for  insertion  in  your  valuable 
miscellany,  should  It  meet  with  your  approbation. 

The  subscriber,  residing  at  Sempronius,  in  the  county  of  Cayu¬ 
ga,  is  engaged  for  six  months  of  the  present  year,  in  missionary 
labors,  in  the  northern  and  w  estern  parts  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Hampshire  Missionary  Society, 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  The  religious  aspect  of  this  por* 
tion  of  the  country,  is  perhaps  as  little  known,  in  general,  to  the 
great  body  of  community,  as  almost  any  other  section  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  of  equal  extent.  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  seen 
an  account  of  a  revival  of  religion,  in  this  region,  in  any  of  our 
Magazines.  But  blessed  be  God,  that  portion  of  his  spiritual  vine¬ 
yard,  which  lies  bordering  upon  that  noble  river,  the  Susquehanna, 
is  not  wholly  forsaken  as  “a  parched  land,  wherein  are  no  springs 
abounding  with  water that  in  some  places,  Jehovah  is  seen 
“  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength,”  and  that  “  his  stately 
goings  are  seen  in  the  sanctuary.”  Even  from  the  plains  of  Wy¬ 
oming,  which  are  now  covered  with  the  liveliest  verdure,  *  and 
where  nature  is  clad  in  her  richest  dress,  but  which,  little  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  were  desolated  by  savage  warfare,  glorious 
tidings  are  heard.  In  the  noted  Indian  battle  of  W^yoming,  cf  up¬ 
wards  of  three  hundred  of  the  white  male  inhabitants,  who  were 
nobly  engaged  in  defending  their  families  and  homes,  very  few  es¬ 
caped  the  horrid  massacre.  Delicate  and  tender  females,  were 
compelled  to  flee  far  on  foot,  through  the  wilderness,  amidst  peril 
and  want,  for  a  place  of  safety.  Sonic  women  and  children  are 
said  to  have  been  consumed  in  the  flames  of  their  own  dwellings. 
I  am  now  engaged  in  writing  this  narrative,  in  a  house,  where  the 
mother  of  the  family  (who,  at  that  period,  was  a  young  child)  with 
her  mother,  was  among  the  distressed  fugitives.  They  fled,  leav¬ 
ing  their  habitation  on  fire,  and  the  husband  and  father  slain,  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  But  on  these  ensanguined  plains,  on  cither 
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bank  of  tlie  Susquehanna,  have  since  been  built  the*  flourishing 
towns  of  Kingston  and  Wilkesbarre  ;  the  former,  delightfully  situ^ 
ated  on  the  ^western,  and  the  latter  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  riv¬ 
er,  which,  between  these  places,  is  about  fifty  rods  in  width.  These 
towns  were  settled,  at  first,  principally  by  emigrants  from  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  other  parts  of  New-Erigland.  In  Wilkesbarre  is  an  in¬ 
corporated  borough,  of  the  same  name,  in  which  are  situated  the 
county  buildings  and  a  number  of  elegant  mansions.  It  is  a  place 
of  considerable  activity,  and  is  gradually  progressing  in  importance, 
as  it  respects  mercantile  and  other  concerns.  A  church  was  form¬ 
ed  here,  in  the  year  1804,  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Jabez  Chadwick 
and  James  W.  Woodward,  missionaries  from  Connecticut,  consist¬ 
ing  of  about  twenty  members.  Soon  after  this,  that  devoted  and 
faithful  servant  of  God,  the  Rev.  Ard  Hoyt,  (now  engaged  in  the 
Cherokee  Mission,  and  formerly  of  Danbury,  Conn.)  came  to  this 
place,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  this  church  and  congregation. — 
He  continued  here  upwards  of  fourteen  years.  The  church  is 
composed  of  inhabitants,  both  of  Kingston  and  Wilkesbarre.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  people,  in  both  towns,  embraced  the  Ar¬ 
menian  sentiment ;  but  the  pastor,  in  common  with  the  great  body 
of  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  clergy  in  our  country,  em¬ 
braced  the  Calvinistic. 

In  an  agreeable  personal  interview  which  I  had  with  him  and  his 
amiable  family,  at  this  place,  in  May,  1814,  he  stated  the  difiicul- 
ties  he  had  to  encounter,  and  the  oj)position  he  met  with.  He  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  (which  character,  I  am  happy  to  state,  he  still  sus¬ 
tains  in  an  eminent  degree)  a  truly  faithful  laborer  in  the'  Lord’s 
vineyard.  He  was  not  one  of  those,  “  who  sewed  pillows  under 
the  people’s  arm-holes,  and  taught  for  doctrines  the  command¬ 
ments  of  men but  preached  the  plain  and  distinguishing  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Gospel,  made  a  distinction  “between  the  clean  and^ 
unclean,”  and  “  declared  the  whole  counsel  of  God.”  Although 
he  was  never  blest  with  a  special  revival,  during  his  ministry,  in 
this  place,  yet  he  w  as  favoied  with  some  choice  drops  of  heavenly 
dew,  from  time  to  time  ;  so  that  when  he  left  this  for  Chickamau- 
gah,  in  November  last,  the  church  had  increased  to  about  seventy. 
He  has  several  spiritual  children  here,  (with  some  of  whom  I  have 
formed  a  pleasing  acquaintance,)  who  still,  and  probably  ever  will, 
“  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed.”  3Iay  the  Divine  smiles  continual¬ 
ly  rest  upon  him  and  his  beloved  family,  and  his  fellow-laborers, 
and  crown  their  exertions  with  abundant  success,  among  our  red 
brethren  a.nd  sisters  the  Cherokee  nation  !  He  has  probably  sow¬ 
ed  much  seed  here,  which  has  already  taken  deep  root  and  bears 
fruit,  and  it  is  hoped  will  continue  so  for  many  years  yet  to  come. 


“  Tliough  seed  lie  buried  long  in  du>t, 
It  sha’n't  deceive  their  hojK? ; 

Tlie  precious  graiu  can  ne'er  be  lost, 
For  grace  insures  the  crop/’ 
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At  the  time  of  his  departure  from  this  place,  it  is  true  religion 
was  at  low  ebb,  in  both  places.  But  soon  after  this,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Barrows  and  Taylor  (two  zealous  and  promising  young 
missionaries,  under  the  direction  of  the  New-York  Evangelical  So- 
ciety  of  Young  Men)  came  to  this  place.  The  meetings  for  pub- 
lie  worship,  prayer,  and  religious  conference,  which  were  frequent, 
soon  became  full  and  solemn.  It  now  was  evident  that  the  Lord 
was  about  to  make  this  late  barren  waste  “  a  well  watered  garden, 
which  the  Lord  hath  blessed.”  This  joyful  w’ork  was  very  visi- 
Me,  in  both  places.  Several,  after  a  short  season  of  pungent  con¬ 
viction,  were  made  the  hopeful  subjects  of  divine  grace.  Some 
of  these  had  been  openly  immoral  and  awfully  profane  ;  but  the 
greatest  proportion  of  them  had  been  dedicated  to  God,  by  pious 
parents,  in  their  infancy;  and  some  of  them  hav^  told  me,  that 
the  pious  counsels,  entreaties  and  prayers  of  their  parents,  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  erased  from  thejr  memories,  and  were  instrumental  in 
bringing  them  to  discover  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts.  How 
great  encouragement  this,  to  parental  fidelity ! 

On  the  second  Sabbath  in  March,  (a  Sabbath  long  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  with  the  most  pleasing  sensations,  by  the  children  of  God 
on  the  plains  of  Wyoming,)  both  congregations  convened  at  the 
meeting  house  in  Wilkesbarre.  The  house,  though  spacious,  was 
crowded,  and  the  congregation  was  solemn  as  eternity.  Such  a  day 
was  never  before  witnessed  on  this  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna.  By  desire  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  church,  that 
faithful  and  worthy  servant  of  Christ,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Kings- 
^ijry,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Hanford,  Susquehanna  county,  (for- 
ty^-five  miles  north-east  of  Wilkesbarre,)  attended,  and  assisted  in 
the  solemnities  of  that  memorable  day.  The  lioly  communion  of 
the  Supper  w’as  administered,  and  twenty-seven  young  friends  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  came  forward  and  publicly  espoused  his  cause. — 
They  were,  principally,  under  the  age  of  thirty  years.  Surely, 
the  children  of  God  on  earth,  as  well  as  saints  and  angels  in  hea¬ 
ven,  rejoice  in  view  of  this  delightful  and  interesting  spectacle. — 
One  has  been  admitted,  at  a  late  communion,  and  also  several  by 
letters  from  other  churches,  making  in  the  whole,  about  forty  that 
have  been  added  to  the  church,  during  the  winter  and  spring  past. 
1  preached  here  the  last  Sabbath,  to  a  full,  solemn  and  attentive 
congregation.  Surely,  “  it  was  good  to  he  here.”  Although  there 
are  no  recent  instances  of  religious  inquiry,  yet  it  is  to  be  fervenlly’^ 
hoped,  that  the  shower  has  not  entirely  passed  by.  There  is  some 
prospect  that  they  will  soon  again  enjoy  the  stated  ministrations  of 
the  Gospel.  Soon  after  the  memorable  Sabbath,  in  March,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kingsbury  returned  to  the  people  of  his  charge,  much 
animated  and  strengthened  in  the  glorious  cause.  He  preached 
to  his  own  congregation,  and  likewise  to  that  of  Waterford,  an  ad- 
joing  society;  related  the  joyful  tidings  from  Wilkesbarre,  and  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  arouse  from  their  stupidity,  &.c.  His  wmrds  were 
indeed  ”  with  power.”  The  sacred  flame  soon  spread  in  his  own 
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society.  Sevenil  of  the  youth  were  speedily  engaged  in  inquiring 
^vhai  they  should  do  to  be  saved.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
twelve  or  fifteen  were  made  the  hopeful  subjects  of  renewing 
grace.  For  the  first  time,  a  work  of  grace  was  evident  in  his  own 
house,  among  his  children  ;  three  of  whom,  two  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  were  seriously  impressed.  I  paid  a  visit  to  tha^  worth}'  family 
short  time  since,  and  obtained  a  comfortable  hope  concerning 
the  daughter,  that  she  is  indeed  born  again.  The  sons  were  also 
very  serious.  O  !  that  they,  as  well  as  the  other  children  of  that 
enerable  servant  and  handmaid  of  the  Lord,  may  be  brought  safe 
into  the  fold  of  our  divine  Emanuel !  Nine  of  the  above  subjects 
of  the  work,  youth  of  both  sexes,  have  been  added  to  the  church. 
1  fear,  however,  that  the  work,  at  present,  is  on  the  decline. 

I  preached  in  Waterford,  and  spent  a  few  days  there,  the  last 
Sabbath  in  April.  It  was  truly  a  time  of  refreshing  to  my  soul, 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  It  appeared  that  the  fire  was 
kindled  on  the  return  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kingsbury  from  Wilkesbarre, 
but  did  not  burst  into  a  fiame,  until  about  tweUe  or  fourteen  days 
previous  to  my  arrival.  The  church  were  settled  on  their  lees, 
and  w’ere  reduced  to  five  male  members,  and  a  few  more  females. 
They  never  had  a  settled  pastor.  Immorality  was  every  where 
prevalent ;  but  the  scene  w  as  suddenly  changed  from  gloomy  night 
to  joyful  day.  The  work  of  the  Lord  became  conspicuously  visible. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  York,  Wyax  and  Judd,  of  Montrose,  had  paid  a 
visit  to  Waterford  at  the  beginning  of  the  work,  and  their  labors 
were  signally  blessed.  On  the  Sabbath  I  preached  with  them,  I 
delivered  three  discourses — closed  the  third  at  nine  in  the  evening. 
The  audiences  were  unusually  numerous  and  attentive.  Several 
w’ere  bathed  in  tears,  and  groaned  under  their  burdens  of  guilt. — 
Although  it  was  then  a  late  hour,  they  remained  a  full  hour  longer, 
until  I  advised  them  to  retire  to  their  respective  homes.  But  still 
they  left  the  place  of  hearing,  apparently  with  great  reluctance. — 
Before  they  retired,  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  one  of  the 
subjects  of  the  work,  addressed  his  youthful  friends,  with  great 
force  and  solemnity,  on  the  concerns  of  their  souls.  All  was  si¬ 
lent  as  the  house  of  death.  Some  requested  me  to  pray  for  them, 
and  on  requesting  those  to  rise  who  desired  the  prayers  of  their 
Christian  friends,  and  were  determined  to  serve  the  Lord,  to  my 
astonishment  between  thirty  and  forty  rose  from  their  seats,  trem¬ 
bling,  and  anxiously  inquiring  what  they  should  do  to  be  saved. — 
How  beautiful  the  prospect! 

A  recent  communication  from  that  place,  announces  that  this 
number  has  been  propounded  for  admission  to  the  church,  and  that 
the  glorious  work  is  still  progressing. 

Yours,  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 

ROYALL  PHELPS. 

•  Wilkesbarre^  Luzerne  county^  Pa.  June  5,  1818. 
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REVIVALS  IN  CHAMPION,  N.  Y. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Rev.  J^athaniel  Dutton^  to  his  friend  i 

this  SlalCy  dated  Champion ^  JV*.  Y.  Jipril  21^  1818. 

A  Church  was  organized  in  this  town  by  the  Rev.  Aaron  Bas- 
comb,  from  the  Berkshire  Missionary  Society,  June  15th,  180I 
and  consisted  of  eleven  members,  most  of  them  formerly  members 
of  other  churches  who  bad  come  from  New-England.  The  church 
continued  foi‘  several  years  without  the  assistance  of  a  public  teach¬ 
er,  except  occasional  missionary  labors.  During  the  interval  they 
had  no  pastor.  Some  additions  were  made  to  thejr  number  of 
hopeful  converts,  and  others  who  moved  into  this  place.  In  Nov. 
18.06,  1  engaged  to  preach  with  them  six  months.  There  was 
tlien  a  considerable  seriousness  on  the  minds  of  several  individuals 
and  in  the  course  of  the  winter  several  of  them  became  hopeful 
subjects  of  divine  grace.  A  little  before  the  expiration  of  the  six 
>m>nths,  I  was  installed  their  pastor.  May  21st,  1807.  The  church 
ut  this  time  consisted  of  sixty  members.  It  still  increased,  though 
mostly  by  letter,  till  1800  ;  then  shared  a  partial  revival — 21  were 
added  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  From  that  time  till  the  lat 
ter  part  of  the  year  18 16,  great  darkness  and  formality  in  religion 
prevailed.  It  was  a  time  of  great  stupidity.  The  w’ise  and  foolish 
slumbered  together.  For  more  than  three  years  previous  to  the 
Lite  awakening,  not  more  than  three  or  four  made  a  public  pro 
lession  of  religion.  The  concerns  of  the  present  life  seemed  to 
engross  almost  their  whole  attention.  Family  prayer,  public  wor 
sliip  and  divine  ordinances  were  awfully  neglected.  The  rising 
generation  treated  religious  things  with  great  coldness  and  indifter 
ence.  It  seemed  as  if  a  righteous  God  was  about  to  forsake  us  al 
together,  to  give  us  up  to  hardness  of  heart  and  blindness  of  mind. 
Rut  in  the  midst  of  darkness  and  gloomy  fears,  the  Lord  in  bis  un 
speakable  mercy  was  pleased  to  come  by  the  special  influences  of 
his  holy  Spirit,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  thoughtless  and  revive 
hU  work.  The  work  was  very  gradual  for  three  or  four  months.- 
Therewas  a  visible  increasing  attention  to  meetings  and  to  hearing 
the  word  preached.  Some  of  the  church  began  to  awake,  and  be 
more  earnest  in  prayer.  Conferences  became  frequent,  full  and 
interesting.  Now  and  then  one  enquired  “  what  he  should  do  to 
be  saved.”  In  the  month  of  March,  1817,  the  work  began  to  put 
on  a  more  favorable  appearance.  Conferences  were  held  in  almost 
•very  part  of  the  Society.  It  was  proposed  one  Sabbath  at  the 
close  of  public  worship  to  have  a  general  conference  in  the  evening— 
the  weather  being  very  pleasant,  and  the  travelling  good,  there 
was  a  very  crowded  assembly.  The  universal  solemnity  and  w'on 
derful  engagedness  seemed  to  have  a  very  happy  effect.  Several 
dated  their  first  convictions  from  this  evening  interview.  From  thi 
time,  for  more  than  six  weeks,  scarcely  a  day  failed  without  hear 
log  of  some  one  being  struck  under  conviction,  and  made  joyful  in 
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i,plicving.  All  meetings  for  vain  amusements  were  laid  wholly  a- 
jde,  and  they  appeared  far  more  engaged  to  attend  religious  meet- 
n«rs,  than  they  ever  did  carnal  diversions.  Religion  was  the  whole 
opic  of  conversation  in  all  their  social  visits.  Some  of  all  ages, 
from  thirteen  to  upwards  of  sixty,  were  deeply  impressed.  The 
:onvictions  of  some  were  so  pungent,  that  it  deprived  them  in  a 
rcat  measure  of  their  food  and  sleep  for  a  season.  Many  who 
ad  long  opposed  the  doctrines  of  divine  grace,  now  laid  aside  iJieir 
Opposition  and  cordially  embAiced  them;  and  acknowledged,  Uiat 
lif  gospel  grace  were  not  free  and  sovereign,  there  could  be  no 
'^yphope  for  such  great  sinners  as  they  were.  The  awakening  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  following  summer.  And  its  Iwppy  effects  are 
iindescribable.  From  the  first  Sabbath  in  September  till  the  first 
ISabbath  in  March,  eight  were  received  into  the  church.  The  first 
jSabbath  in  April,  thirty-eight.  The  first  Sabbath  in  July,  sixtj'-slY, 
The  first  Sabbath  in  September,  twenty-five.  The  first  Sabbath 
in  November,  four.  The  first  Sabbath  in  January,  1818,  six. — 
The  first  Sabbath  in  February,  three  were  added  ;  making  in  Uic 
whole  of  the  aw'akcning  150,  besides  six  by  letter.  And  aboift  35 
have  united  with  the  Baptists.  This  has  been  truly  a  time  of  re¬ 
freshing  from  the  Lord.  There  are  now  two  hundred  and  thirty 
members  in  the  Congregational  church.  There  are  more  we  char¬ 
itably  hope,  who  are  subjects  of  the  awakening,  that  have  not  yet. 
publicly  professed  Ciirist,*  but  they  will  before  long.  Those  who 
have  made  a  public  profession  as  yet,  except  in  two  or  three  in¬ 
stances,  appear  well.  The  awakening  has  now  subsided.  But  we 
feel,  sir,  that  in  all  that  God  has  wrought  for  us,  we  are  bound  by 
every  tie  to  hies?  and  praise  his  holy  name. 

NATHANIEL  DUTTON. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  RECORDER. 

'  Owego,  June  1  1818. 

Dear  Sir — It  will  no  doubt  give  you  pleasure  to  learn,  that  we 
liavc  established  a  Sunday  School  in  this  place,  with  the  most  pleas¬ 
ing  and  flattering  prospects.  I  preached  on  the  subject  on  the 
last  Sabbath  of  May,  and. endeavored  to  set  before  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  the  advantages  which  might  be  expected  to  result  from  stich 
an  institution.  We  held  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  on  the  following 
Tuesday,  and  proceeded  to  organize  a  Sunday  School  dissociation. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  on  Friday  evening  of  the 
same  w  eek  ;  we  chose  from  our  number  a  president,  treasurer  and 
secretary,  and  appointed  13  teachers — six  males  and  seven  fe¬ 
males.  It  was  then  agreed  to  commence  the  School  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  next  following.  It  was  accordingly  opened  on  the  first  Sab¬ 
bath  in  June  for  the  reception  of  scholars,  and  above  fifty  present¬ 
ed  themselvej*.  At  our  second  meeting  (yesterday)  the  School  hi- 
creased  to  upwards  of  sixty,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  hope,  that 
it  will  soon  exceed  a  hundred.  We  have  two  classes  of  coloi'ev 
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people,  all  grown  persons.  The  teachers  and  children  are  unusu¬ 
ally  engaged  and  animated.  Some  of  the  children  recited  for  the 
first  lesson,  the  whole  of  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  a  part  of 
the  fifth  chapters  of  Matthew.  We  hail  this  appearance  as  a  to¬ 
ken  for  good  to  this  people,  and  confidently  trust,  that  some  of 
these  little  immortals,  who  are  every  Sabbath  assembled  around  the 
fountain  of  instruction,  will  be  per.mitted  to  drink  deep  of  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  life,  and  experience  the  sublime  and  blessed  truths  of  the 
gospel,  to  which  their  attention  w'ill  be  called,  in  their  sanctifying 
and  consoling  influence.  There  is  manifestly  an*  increased  atten¬ 
tion  to  serious  things,  among  the  people  of  this  village.  The  house 
of  worship  is  generally  crowded,  and  the  congregation  unusually 
attentive.  The  Lord  hath  certainly  given  the  hearing  ear,  if  not 
the  understanding  heart.  We  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
when  this  people,  numbers  of  whom  have  \ongsat  in  darkness  and 
in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death,  will  experience  a  season  of  re¬ 
freshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  many  enjoy  iht 
light  of  his  reconciled  countenance.  Yours,  kc.  affectionately, 

HORATIO  J.  LOMBORD. 


FROM  THE  lOIlDON  EVANGELICAL  51AGAZ1NE. 

HYMN, 

^ing  hy  the  Enfield  School  of  Industry. 


W HEN  bounty  and  goodness  their  ef¬ 
forts  engage. 

Our  wants  to  supply,  and  our  griefs  to 
assuage, 

We  feel  the  soft  influence  descending 
around. 

Like  heavenly  dew-drops  that  fall  on 
the  ground. 

Or,  like  ihe  fair  streamlet  that  thro’ 
the  vale  glides. 

Reviving  the  flow’rets  that  droop  on 
its  sides ; 

Such  kindness  shall  still  of  our  praise 
be  the  themes 

For  we  are  the  flow’rets  that  grow  by 
the  stream  ! 


Or,  like  the  young  dawn  of  wide 
spreading  day. 

When  shadows  and  vapours  and  mists 
flee  away  ; 

Diffusing  its  light  and  its  joy  thro’  the 
glades — 

Our  friends  are  the  morning— otir  sor¬ 
row's  the  shades ! 

From  God,  as  the  fountain,  our  bles» 
sings  all  flow, 

OUr  prospects  above,  and  our  comforts 
below  ; 

The  dew-drops,  and  streamlets,  and 
dawning  of  days— 

From  Him  we  receive  them,  to  Him 
be  the  praise! 
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